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WHAT MAKES A
COLLEGE CHRISTIAN?

III.

These are days of introspection and
evaluation in every phase of life. It is
safe to say that never has higher education come under the scrutiny-of the
public as it is right now. Many colleges and universities are making an
all-out effort to appraise their programs
in order that they may better meet the
unprecedented
opportunities
of this
critical hour and thus more appealingly
present their needs to their publics.

The Christian college, too, must take
an honest look at itself. It no longer
suffices to state, "We are a Christian
college" or, "We are a Methodist or
Presbyterian-related institution." Each
college must define itself and explain
its program, or it will be deserted by
those who should be most vitally concerned with it.
What makes a college Christian? Is
there an exact blueprint it can follow?
Is there an accepted standard it can
meet and satisfy all enquirers? Some
things are beyond debate.
I. A CHRISTIAN
COLLEGE MUST HAVE A
CHRISTIAN
PHILOSOPHY
OF EDUCATtON

It should state clearly and frankly its
objectives. It should do so in such a
way that all will understand that here
is a college which believes and teaches
that back of all life is a Divine plan
and that man reaches his highest and
best when his life conforms to that
plan. We believe that as young people
study college catalogues in search of
that which they want, that there should
be a clear statement as to the purpose
of the institution included for their reference.
A Christian College does not believe
that knowledge without God is the
sunurn bonum of man's intellectual endeavor. The Christian
college must
take a positive stand against the mere
accumulation of "large chunks of data,
undigested, unrelated, meaningless."
II.

A COLLEGE IS CHRISTIAN
WHEN
SEEKS TO BUILD A CHRISTIAN
COMMUNITY

IT

It will not create a perfect society no
matter how stern and harsh the rules
of conduct may be. It realizes that the
(Continued next column)

inner life must be challenged and
transformed. The real Christian college is a strong arm of the Church;
indeed it is a no small part of the eternal program of the Church. It does
not become a cloistered retreat far removed from all that pertains to the
world of the flesh. That would be impossible and inadvisable in this modern world. It should be the purpose
of the Christian college to seek to create a community in which it is possible
to live the good life under as favorable
conditions as possible.
A CHRI5T1AN
INTACT

COLLEGE SHOULD

ITS RELATIONSHIP

SPONSORING

KEEP

TO THE

CHURCH

This has not always been done and
thus the lack of confidence on the part
of the Church in the college. The
strongest Christian colleges in America
are unquestionably
those which have
jealously guarded their relationship to
the Church that gave them birth. The
Church wants to look to its college for
its ministry and its consecrated layity.
And the college has a right to look to
the mother that gave it birth for its
support. It is an unfortunate hour in
the history of any so-called "Christian
College" when it gets to the place
where it no longer seems to need the
guiding hand of the Church. When this
healthy relationship
is sustained the
Church profits by the great number of
well-trained young people it receives to
carryon the work of the ministry and
other church vocations. And the college receives not only strong support
financially,
but because the Church
has confidence in it, she encourages her
sons and her daughters to attend, and
most of all she undergirds the entire
program with her prayers.
IV.

A COLLEGE

TO BE CHRISTIAN

HAVE CHRISTIAN

MUST

LEADERSHIP

First, in the administration.

It is as

essential that the Board of Trustees be
composed of Christian men and women
as it is important

that the Session

of

a church be Christian. A Christian college without Christian leadership is
impossible.

The

administration

must

be thoroughly cognizant of the aims
and philosophy of the college and
must approach every problem of administration in the spirit of Christ. In
its business methods, its investments,

its

athletic policy and in its publicity it
must embody the integrity of Christian
ethics. The President, as chief administrator, must be as committed a Christian
as any minister or missionary. He should

be a scholar and at home in the world

of

academic achievement.

perative that first
Christian

of

But it is im-

all he be a strong

who takes seriously
(Continued page 4)
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REV. PHILIP WALBORN
Stated Clerk
Synod of Washington
The United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A

THE CHURCH
INVOLVED!

IS

Christian College Sunday affords annual reminder of our church's deep involvement in the field of educationvery demanding enterprise that it is,
and very costly, however you look at
it. Why are we so involved? How
much dare we ask our church constituency to pay for educational facilities
above the already heavy burden of
public school support? These are recurrent questions, to be frankly faced
time and again. Christian College Sunday gives opportunity to do just that,
to consider the basic values justifying
(if they still do!) the investment the
church makes in its colleges in our
time.
Despite increasing pressure of costs,
and concomitant re-evaluation of needs
and goals, the passing years have witnessed increased confidence on the part

of

the constituency

Washington

of

the Synod

that the expenditures

of

are

justified, that the re-evaluation points
up ever more keenly the role of the
denomin2tional
school. Our generation sees a significant resurgence of
other faiths. Nations and cultures are
experiencing a shaking of foundations.
Christianity and the church are again
on trial. God is at work in the leavening processes all about us. We church-

men

scrutiny

of

minds to the indifferent

ac-

much

searching

ceptance

of

prefer

the

thoughtless

followers.

As

men and naaons seek directions of
hope and promise, Christians are inilling to stan.d trial, and are glad to bear
witness. Here is a particularly relevant

justification for the strongest possible
Christian colleges. In this our day,
(Continued page 4)

CHURCHES INVITE
COLLEGE SPEAKERS
Speaking engagements, accompanying Choir on tour April 4 to 19, involve Dr. Warren in Seattle
First Church, Lake Burien, Tacoma First, Aberdeen, Longview Community Church ... Dr. Forrester
in Snohomish, Vancouver, B.C., Fairview Presby., Bremerton, University Church Seattle, Yakima
Westminster ... Jack Gunn in Colfax, Walla Walla, Olympia ... Roy Dimond, Alumni Director,
travels with Choir in Mt. Vernon, Bremerton, Seattle, Tacoma, Aberdeen, Longview, Olympia,
Ellensburg, Yakima ... other faculty and students rep College on Christian College Sunday. See
complete story on this page.

HOW IMPORTANT
IS WHITWORTH?
Both branches of Presbyterianism,
now merged, look back at a history of
strong belief in the Importance
and
necessity of church-related
colleges.
The Board of the former United Presbyterians in a final report said one of
its primary assignments in higher education was "to seek to interpret the
work of the colleges to the church at
large." The comparable Board of the
former Presbyterian Church sought to
maintain
and develop the churchrelated colleges as "traditionally Christian communities of students and faculty, academically sound, free to teach
the truth." Now, through the merger,
the resultant Board of Christian Education of the united church shows full
continuing faith in the essential place
of church-related
colleges.
This is
shown through seeking a more realistic
support from national benevolences,
through evaluation and studies to clarify purposes within a proper relationship between educational and Christian
principles, and through further developments such as envisioned in the prospective new church-related college to
be established in the Synod of Florida
in the near future.
The need to interpret the place and
nature of church-related colleges is indeed paramount.
This is true because
individuals and segments of the church
often seek to make of them entities
inappropriate
to their origin. I twas
never the intention that they be Bible
schools as such, seminary preparatory
schools as such, unrealistic
cloisters
where persons could not possibly be
prepared adequately for a full expression of their Christian faith in the
world afterward, or colleges slanted to
a narrowed theological bias that could
neither represent our great denomination or express the purposes of founding.
WHITWORTH
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Thirty-nine
churches,
throughout
the Synod of Washington,
will hear
representatives of the College on Christian College Sunday. Faculty members
and students will travel to and speak
before the congregations
of these
churches on behalf of the College. The
majority
of churches
will observe
Christian
College Sunday on April
12th, the day established by the National Council of Churches. However,
a few churches will hold their special
services on April 19th and May 3rd
because of conflicts in schedules.
In addition to supplying the cooperating churches with lO-minute and
full-sermon speakers the College has
sent to 75 churches in Washington and
Alaska over 16,000 special Christian
College Sunday calendar covers, nearly
two thousand inserts for regular calendar covers, and over I 1,000 extra
copies of this special Christian College
issue of the Whitworth College Bulletin.

SPRING ENROLLMENT
TAKES LEAP
DR. CHARLES W. MUIR
Field Director
Board of Christian Education
The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.

Dr. Harold K. Schilling, Dean of the
Graduate School of Pennsylvania State
University, said some significant things
in a recent paper on "The Role of the
Church in Higher Education."
He indicated that often we wrongly seek to
equate the church-related
college to
matters that might at times be true yet
are not primary, such as the frequent
emphasis on the advantages
of the
Christian expression on a smaller,
friendlier campus which might suggest
that size itself is a basic rather than at
times an accompanying factor. He then
asserts that the place and warrant of
the church-related
college lies in an
inherent recognition "to the triology of
the sciences, humanities and divinity
both in curriculum and co-curriculum."
He further says, "it is my conviction,
as a churchman, that the church must
provide such colleges and demonstrate
both that they are practicable and that
they can achieve all that a superior
secular college can, plus the 'much
more' that is needed, from a Christian
point of view."
Whitworth
College stands within
this tradition in the Pacific Northwest,
and seeks further development in faithfulness to it. Unfortunately,
with the
rapid and noteworthy
developments
(Continued next column)

Each succeeding semester finds an
increase in student enrollment-both
in actual numbers and in percentage
above the corresponding semester of
the year previous. Total registered students now number 1308; 915 day and
393 evening students.
Tis figure is
10.2% above the corresponding Spring
1958 figure and is almost 3% greater
than the Fall -1958 enrollment.
The
women outnumber the men, 67l to 637.
Thirty of the 50 states are represented by as many as one student, and
10 foreign countries have sent students
to our campus. The out-of-country
students total 20. The state sending
the largest number of men and women,
other than Washington,
is California
which gives us 121 young people.
Forty-one religious denominational
preferences were indicated by the enrollees. These are predominantly Protestant preferences
although
Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox and nondenominational indications were made
by some students.
physically
in recent years there arises
complex problems, especially at the
point of finance amid the national inflatio,,:ary trend. To this we must give
attention. and concern. National Christian College Sunday, April 12, is certainly an appropriate time for Synod
and area leaders to recognize the essential wo~th of Whitworth
College, and
~o continue and increase our support
m prayers, in effective ecclesiastical relationships, in sympathetic understanding, and in finances.

BANGKOK GRAD
VISITS CAMPUS
Saisuree Vatcharakeit, from Bangkok, Thailand,
a ] 956 graduate recently visited the coIIege campus. Miss
Vatcharakeit,
who has been in her
home country since October 1957, has
returned to the United States to earn
her doctorate degree in Educational
Guidance, with an outside field in music, at Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana. She was selected by the
U. S. Overseas Mission Program for
an ICA Scholarship, under which she
is studying.
She plans to be in this
country for 2\1, to 3 years and then
return to Thailand to teach.
After leaving Whitworth as a Music
Education
graduate
in 1956, Miss
Vatcharakeit earned her master's degree at the University of Indiana in
1957, and returned to Thailand in September of that year. In Bangkok, she
was associated with the Faculty of Education in the Der-artment of Educational Research at Chalalonghorn University, teaching courses in Music Education and English. She also directed
a choir for the Second Thai Church,
was organist for the International
Church, and worked with the Ministry
of Education radio program, teaching
music classes over the radio.

Christian College
(Continued

from page 2)

sponsibility entrusted to him by the
Church of making and keeping his eollege as Christian as possible.
Second, in the faculty. When is a
college Christian?
Well, certainly a
faculty comprised of Christian men and
women is an essential factor in the
building of a Christian institution. Every instructor should be of sound, affirmative Christian character, regardiess of the subject he teaches. The
faculty must be made up of men whose
teaching is not a job, but a holy calling.
The faculty is the college. Young
people do not choose a college because
of its ornate architecture, or the excellence of its athletic program, but because they have learned through the
lips of others that on the campus of a
certain college are great teachers. They
are the living core of any institution.
V.

FINALLY A COLLEGE IF CHRISTIAN.
WILL HEARTILY SUPPORT THE GOOD
BUT OLD-FASHIONED
SYSTEM OF
AMERICAN FREE ENTERPRISE

One basic reason for America's greatness is that under our system of government every man has an opportunity
to succeed in his chosen profession.
The outstanding support which our
college yearly receives comes from men
and women who are the designers and

President's Radio
Program Gains Outlets
Since the early 1940's Dr. Warren
has been producing an outstanding
Sunday morning radio program which
inciudes his weekly thought-provoking
religious message and music by the
Whitworth Coliege Choir. Thousands
of ietters have been received by Dr.
Warren over the years thanking him
for the inspiration of the program.
The program was first aired over
Station KHQ in Spokane. Several years
later KOMO, in Seattic, began broadcasting the program.
Added a few
years later was Station KIMA, Yakima.
TWO

CHEMISTRY GETS
LOFTY RANKING
A signal honor was recently received
by the Whitworth
College Chemistry
Department. Dr. James Brathovde was
notified on March 4th of complete accreditation from the American Chemica] Society. "Few other colleges and
universities in the Northwest have a
similar accreditation," said Dr. Brathovde. "Possibly only two or three others in the State."
This recognition of the Department
by the American Chemical Society will
entitle graduates of the College chemistry department, as majors, to membership in the Society. And it reflects
the level of respect which the Society
has for the Department teaching staff,
equipment, facilities and techniques.

NEW OUTLETS

Very recently two new stations have
consented to add Dr. Warren's program to their weekly programming
schedule.
The managers of stations
KWIQ, in Moses Lake, and KEPR, in
Pasco, have agreed that the new programming wili broaden the scope of
their offering. A complete schedule of
the program, from its various outlets
each Sunday, is as follows:
KHQ, Spokane-9

to 9:30 a.m.

KIMA Yakima-b:30
KOMO, Seattle-9
KWIQ, Moses lake-9
KEPR, Pacso-7;30

Churc:hInvolved!
(Continued

from page 2)

Christian education has a role uniquely
significant and essential. We must, as
Christians, learn to love God "with all
the mind," studying with such purity
of purpose and such clarity of thought
as may command the respect of believers and unbelievers
alike. We must
look again, and more closely, to the
revealed faith in Christ which is UUi
heritage, relating the faith to our daily
walk-in
its every relationship.

to 7 a.m.
to 9:30 a.m.
to 9;30 a.m.
to 8 a.m.

Dr. Warren invites everyone in the
listening areas covered by these stations
to become regular listeners and to
write him your comments.
the product of free enterprise. Out of
the return of their investments they
have given freely that education, according to the American concept, might
advance. It is imperative that our
youth know the history of their country and why we are great where others
are weak. Let us not damn our system
with faint praise. But where it is weak,
let us correct it. Where it is strong,
let us strengthen it.
Free enterprise and the right to build
an independent, Christian college, such
as ours, go hand-in-hand.
America
needs its free, non-tax supported colleges and universities and these great
institutions need America and its God·
inspired system of government
if they
are to continue.
The days ahead are
serious for all Christian colleges. They
may also be our greatest days of service
to God, our country and to youth.

Whitworth College and the Synod of
Washington stand in closer, stronger
position than ever since the common
year of our beginnings, in 1890. The
college is about six months older, actually, than the Synod! Growth and
maturation involve time and effort, and
now from the vantage point of our 69th
year, both Synod and College may view
with real satisfactions the increasing
evidence of the fruitage of the long
years of our rogethemess-i-the
Synod
serving the College, and being served
so ably by the College. More than
ever, the Synod would summon its constituency to reaffirm our faith in Christian education
and the Synod will
strive to impiement that faith through
worthy stewardship of God's varied
gifts and graces.
The Synod is thankful for Whitworth College, for its able and consecrated staff, for its splendid facilities
and program. We are thankful for its
trustees, and its many friends and supporters. Above all, we are thankful for
its students in whose lives we sense a
spirit rich with promise beyond measure, as Spirit kindles spirit, and men
come to cherish that prize of their high
calling in Christ Jesus.

